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A CEPT Me Gracious Sovereign, the 


grateful Tribute of a Heart, whoſe 


Loyalty and Affection for the Houſe of 


Hanover are firmly eſtabliſhed in Your 
Royal Perſon—to Your Majeſty, as to the 
Guardian of our eccleſiaſtical (as well as 
civil) Liberties, I have preſumed to offer 
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the ſubſequent Sheets If any thing therein 
fhall be found worthy the Royal Approba- 


tion, it will be my greateſt Glory to have 


employed my beſt Endeavors in the Ser- 
vice of the Church of Chriſt, and in any 
Degree, however ſmall, to have pointed out 
thoſe Great and God-like Virtues, which at 
preſent occupy the Throne, as glorious 
Examples to future Ages—accuſtomed as 


Your Majeſty undoubtedly, nay unavoid- 
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am I well aſſured, that that good Senſe and 
Perſpicuity, which have ever marked Vour 


genuine Dictates of an open and ſincere 
Heart, from the falſe Rog” of a 
THT Paraſite— | 
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ably, muſt be to the Voice of Flattecy, yet 


Reign, will enable Lou to diſtinguiſn the 
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Your Majeſty's fervent Wiſhes and En- 
deavors for the Proſperity and Welfare of 
Your Subjects, ſince Your Acceſſion to the 
Throne of theſe Realms, hath induced me 
to intreat Your Royal Patronage to a Work 


which may in ſome Meaſure tend to pro- 


mote thoſe happy Ends, which | Your 


Majeſty has ' conſtantly had in View—I 
mean the Preſervation of thoſe Laws, which 
have flowed-down to us through an un- 
interrupted Succeſſion of Years, and which 
at this Time render the Briaſh Nation an 
Object both of Dread and Admiration— : 
Now the principal Bonds which unite 
us, IJ think we may venture to ground on 
Religion and Virtue, where theſe two 
Qualities forſake us, adieu to all Order 
. and 


Decorum; we then deliver ourſelves 
over into the Hands of Anarchy and 
Confuſion. 

Theſe Conſiderations have led me to ga 
ſubmit a few curſory Remarks to the public MY ab 
Inſpection under Your Majeſty's moſt gra- St 
cious Protection - ſeeing the fatal Prevalency tt: 
of -Deiſm and Infidelity- which the fol- I te 
lowing Obſervations may probably con- F: 
found, if not totally deſtroy bi m 
An was the principal Care of our wiſe I to 
Forefathers under the happy and benign le 
Influence of Your Royal Predeceſſors, firſt Je 


1 
to eſtabliſh the Chriſtian Religion in theſe 81 
Kingdoms with the ſame Purity and genuine pl 


Simplicity, that it firſt ſpread abroad into u 
the World, diſencumber'd of all thoſe popiſh pi 
Trappings 
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Trappings and Abſurdities, which in latter 
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Times unfortunately crept in through the 
Medium of dark Superſtition and Arro- 
gance—this previous ſtep they thought 
abſolutely neceſſary—as the Foundation- 
Stone of a noble Fabric, which they have 
tranſmitted to their Poſterity under the pa- 
ternal Care and Direction of Your Majeſty's 


Family—how far you have perſever'd in 


maintaining the weighty Truſt committed 


to Your Charge, I think needs no comment— 
let us but view the grateful Expreſſions of 
Joy and Satisfaction univerſally among Your 
Subjects, the Inference will follow very 
plainly—was it here my Buſineſs to enter 
upon the Sea of Politics—I might with a 
pleaſing gratitude enumerate all thoſe va- 


rious 
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rious Benefits we have received under Your 1 
Majeſty's mild and proſperous Govern- N 
ment; I might with a fond Officiouſneſs A > 
dwell upon all thoſe Meaſures, which have W 5 
been the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſties of „ 


the preſent Reign—But this Work will not . 
afford me ſuch Indulgence My ſole Motive 
here being to offer a few Particulars in Favor 
of that Religion of which Your Majeſty 
holds forth ſo bright an Example to Your } 
Subjects and let me be acquitted of Flattery, I ti 
if I add, that upon this Topic alone, our 
Gracious Sovereign and his amiable 8 


Conſort have given us ample Room for F 


Panegyric— | 219 A 
However though my Intentions are e. 


chiefly confined within certain Limits; | 2 
although 
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although I ſhall treat upon Religion only, 
and that in a very ſhort, yet I hope com- 
prehenſive Manner; I would by no Means 
infer, that it is unconnected with Politics 


or any other Branch of Knowledge—no, 


far from it I rather eſteem it the Stratum 
of every Species of human Science— 

A proper Attention to Morality ought 
certainly to be the primary View of Ma- 
giſtracy—it is the Knot of all our Inſti- 
tutions, and perfectly conſiſtent with the 
ſoundeſt Policy Laws are the Bonds of 
Society 'tis true—but the immoral Man 
overleaps every Obſtacle to his Luſt and 
Ambition—even the Terrors of Puniſhment 
ean have no avail; in vain ſhall we 
endeayor to reſtrain him from his wicked 


A Purſuits 
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Purſuits by any Penalties che Laws are 


capable of inflicting, if we cannot bring 
him over to à Senſe of that great Duty, 
he owes the Author of his Being —if we 
are unable, ſhould thoſe heavenly Bleſlings, 
which are promiſed us through-Chriſt have 
no Effect upon his Conduct, to awaken his 
guilty Conſcience! with the eternal Tor- 
ments that are denounced againſt the 
Faithleſs and Diſobedient, by holding forth 
the dreadful Mirror to his View 


To convince theſe deluded Men, who, 


alway's cavilling at—they know not what, 


have endeayour'd to diſtinguiſh Morality 
from Religion, that ſuch a Diſtinction exiſts 
but in their own Imaginations—to demon- 
ftrate to them that Chriſtianity. is founded 
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on the higheſt more! Good, alone influence® 
me to ſend abroad the following Obſer- 
vations, ſtrengthened by the Opinions 
which are eee to be found, of the 
greateſt and moſt learned Men England has 
produced—and as a farther Weight, if the 
Cauſe can need another, I have thus pre- 
ſumed to beg Your Majeſty's Kindneſs in 
receiving a Work of ſuch a Nature into 


Your Royal Grace and Favor, encouraged 


in ſo doing by the many ſignal Tokens of 


paternal Affection, which Your unremitting 
Endeavors to promote the Happineſs of 
Your People has on all Occaſions fo fully 
teſtified—and for which, being impreſſed 
with the deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude and 
Duty, I am happy in having an Oppor- 


a 2 tunity 
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tunity of ſubſcribing myſelf, with the 
moſt profound Humility and Reſpect, 


1 


Your MAJESTY', 


Moſt Loyal, 


Faithful, and. 


Aﬀetti onate 5 ubjetft, 


The AUT HO R. 


Honi ſeit qui mal y penſe. 


PREFACE. 


* 


HOULD I venture abroad the preſent 
Production, I am not unaware of the ill 
Reception it would meet with from the Dema- 
gogues of Faction—a Claſs of Men, whoſe 
obſtinate Oppoſition to every ſalutary Meaſure of 
civil and religious Government has ſo very juſtly 
brought upon them this odious Character but 
as I have not ſtudied their Palates in the fol- 
lowing Remarks, they being ſolely intended as a 
token of that high Reſpect and Veneration which 
good Men muſt always entertain for the moſt 
learned and virtuous of the age—I ſhall readily 
forgive their Neglect of it, in proceeding no 
farther than the Dedication=the grateful Praiſes, 
which 


( wiv ) 
which they may therein find ſo deſervedly be- 


ſtowed, will not perhaps fo caſily be digeſted 
by their wicked and malevolent Hearts — 

When I committed theſe Sheets to the Preſs, 
my Views were confined to the Circle of my 
Friends; nor have I fince had any Reaſon to 
enlarge them—if others would be at the Pains, 
as doubtleſs many have been, to examine the 
various Publications—the ſeveral Opinions of 
great and wife Men, who have wrote upon tho 
Subject, little more would be wanting to aſſiſt 
their laudable reſearches after Truth, and eſtabliſh 
their Faith in Chriſt— 


After this—it would be 1 no ſmall Preſumption : 


in me to affect any ching new upon a Subject 


which has been ſo ably diſcuſſed, and I hope 
thoroughly underſtood by moſt Men nor indeed 


can 1 recommend any Writings ſo anſwerable to 


the much deſired End, than thoſe of the lacred 


Book, wherein the heavenly Doctrines are fo 
beautifully, and yet ſo ſimply deſcribed arg 
igculcated— 


Having 


wand - Bi 
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Having for ſome time given a blind Aſſent 
to the Opinions of a few—a very ferw— of my 
moſt intimate Friends, which Opinions rather 
border d upon Scepticiſm to ſay no worſe of 
* 4 them—I at length reſolved within myſelf to 
1 ground my own Sentiments, which then I confeſs 
ſavour'd much of Deiſm, upon ſome folid 

Reaſons—but after cool Reflection and an im- 

partial Examination of the different Evidences— 


how great was my Shame and Surprize to find, 


I had all along been forming a ſtrange, irregular 


1 and unconnected Hypotheſis, from the miſtaken 
and ſophiſtical Arguments of others ?—this 
immediately determined me to arrange my 


Thoughts and Obſervations—(which have been 


: very much afliſted by the Wiſdom and Ex | 
| 3 perience of ſeveral venerable Perſonages whoſe 1 
6 Productions do Honor to the human Heart and 
I E Underſtanding) into ſome Method 

F 3 How J have ſucceeded in this Enquiry, the 
following Diſcourſes will teſtify :—and if they in 

4 any Degree contribute to the bringing over 


3 thoſe 


{ xvi ) 


; thoſe. very feto ſtrayed Sheep to their proper 


Fald—I ſhall be ſatisfied tis all I wiſn though 


more than I expect for Obſtinacy ever marks 
the Infidel... 
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REMARKS 
on THE CONDUCT os our 
MODERN CLERGY, 


HUMBLY SUBMITTED 


"A To THE: 
F WISDOM ax CONSIDERATION 
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JxIGHGT REVEREND FATHERS IN GOD, 
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| LORDS SPIRITUAL, 


AND INSCRIBED BY 


THEIR LORDSHIP's 


Moſt Obedient, 
Moſt Devoted, 
Humble Servant, 
THE AUTHOR, 
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If a Man deſire the Office of a Biſten— be defireth a geo 
Work,— St. Paul's 1ſt Epiſt, to Tim, Chap. 3. v. 1. 


REMARKS, Se. 


N an Age like ours, when not only the 
Political, but the Moral Syſtem of the 
Conſtitution ſeems accelerating to a final Period. 
It is certainly the peculiar Duty of our Grave 
and Reverend Paſtors, not only to maintain the 
true Chriſtian Orthodoxy by their learned 
Writings and Eſſays, but alſo by a firm and 
ſteady Adherence themſelves to thoſe well-choſen 
and pious Rules laid down, and ſo much inſiſted 
on by the ever glorious Founder of our Holy 
Faith, whereby they might and are bound to 
regulate their own Conduct, and Demeanour 
Example is very prevalent, and will be found 
to operate with the greateſt Succels on the Minds 
of the Bulk of Mankind. 
How fruitleſs have been the Attempts of our 
greateſt and moſt dignified Divines, to ſtem the 
Torrent of Barbariſm and Infidelity by their 
B 2 celebrated 
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Cc2:lebrated Diſcourſes and Compoſitions, is too 
.obvious—yet this is all—nothing farther is done 
or thought of to oppoſe and repel the furious 
Inundation of Deiſm, which obtains with ſuch a 
rapid Progreſs in the Kingdom, infuſing itſelf 
with artful Inſinuations, and vitiating the Minds 
of the Young, the Weak, the Ignorant—the 
Unwary. 

It evidently appears then, there muſt be a 
Defe&t in the Management of fome religious 
Obſervances ; — and from whence this Defect 
proceeds, I think, needs little Penetration to 
diſcern. — 

Thus our Religion ſuffers through the Neglect 
of thoſe very Men, who ought and are expected 
to defend it to the utmoſt Stretch of their 
Abilities; - nor can they ever ſucceed in an 
Attempt of ſo laudable a Nature by a bare 
Exertion of their intellectual Powers alone :— 
no Actions muſt correſpond with Words. But 
alas! here is the Evil to be remedied. This is 
the Source, the Foundation of all Heretical 
Principles,—this is a Stricture ſo little attended 
to by them — and yet deſerving the greateſt 
Attention — that, I am ſorry to obſerve, they have 
given thereby a moſt convenient Handle to their 
Enemies —amongſt whom Mr. Chubb - (as a very 
famous 
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us 
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famous Divine obſerves, A hardy Veteran 
in the Cauſe of Infidelity”) may be rank'd in 
the firſt Claſs of thoſe bold Invaders of the 
eſtabliſhed Forms and Doctrines of our Church, 
as one, who has made the greateſt and moſt 
dangerous Attacks upon them. 

There are not wanting, I own, a variety of 
Books of known Merit for Piety and Devotion 
in this Kingdom. — Our Language teems with a 
ſufficient Quantity of Writings on all the Branches 
and Topics of Religion. —But what of theſe ? 
If we cannot live up to our own Doctrine, what 
will it avail, however learnedly diſcuſſed or 
enforced? If we will not—or are incapable of 
religiouſly obſerving and treading the Paths we 
ſo aſſiduouſly point out to others—how will zhey 
be regarded ? what Influence can a ſtale Lecture 
have upon the generality ? — the Multitude ? 


The Reply is obvious—none—our Behaviour 
muſt quadrate with our Precepts; if we ever 


wiſh to ſupport them with any degree of 
Colour— * elle we but build upon a Nas 
Bottom.“ 


J am afraid, this“ has been too much the 


Caſe of late - our Divines, ſecure in a good fat 
Benefice, reſign every thing but their own Eaſe 


to Chance; and fancying they have erected 
7 their 


(8) 


their Fortunes—their worldly Intereſts upon 4 
tolerabiy ſolid Baſis — and totally diſregarding 
every other Conſideration, appear (to themſelves) 
above the low Notice of conforming to Rules, 
or following that Conduct or Species of Behaviour 
for which they have been ſuch great Sticklers in 
their Lucubrations. 

This Proceeding; has brought upon them (I will 
not pretend to ſay how juſtly) that very ſevere 
Sarcaſm, from our moſt formidable Adverſary 
that 'the Clergy were right in maintaining thoſe 
Doctrines, which ſo eaſily maintained them.” — 
Here 1s a Stroke, we never ſhould have got 
over, but for the Right Reverend Bench of 
excellent Biſhops; to them we may look up, as 
to the true Patterns of diſintereſted Piety and 
Virtue—there we ſhall find ſuch Prudence ſuch 
@ conſiſtency through the whole Tenor of their 
Conduct, as might ſufficiently refute the cruel 
Aſperſions thrown out by the Enemies of the 
Church, and effectually wipe off the odium, with 
which the Cloth has been ſo irreverently ſo 
unjuſtly loaded. 

Bowing under the weight of ecclefiaſtical 
Affairs, they ſubmit with a truly Chriſtian Pa- 
tience—through their exceſſive Zeal for the cauſe 
of our Holy and Pious Religion— 


And 
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And upon ſecond thoughts, I muſt confeſs, I 
went rather too far in my Cenſures on the conduct 
of our Divines—1I expreſſed myſelf in too general 
Terms ; for upon the whole I think we might 
have excluded our dignified Clergy—when we 
reflect with what a tame Submiſſion and Chriſtian 
Meekneſs of Spirit, they reſign their own wordly 
Sentiments, and adopt a Language agreable to 
the Dictates of our very able and my 
Miniſters, — - 

Miniſters who have very deſervedly gained the 
Affections of the People, by a firm Adherence 
to the Laws of their Country—and who have 
cauſed the ſtrongeſt Cement of Love and Union 
betwixt a very Kind and Gracious Sovereign and 
his dutiful Subjects. — But as I propoſe reſerving 
to a future Eſſay the Pleaſure of their Panegyrick, 
I ſhall here take my Leave of them for the 
preſent—and return to my Reverend Friends— 
the Biſhops. 

It is an Obſervation of my Lord Coke's, © that 
eccleſiaſtical Perſons are indulged with more and 
greater Liberties than any other of his Majeſty's 
Subjects.“ Though this might have been the 
Caſe in more barbarous and uninſtructed Times 
yet I think *tis univerſally allow'd, that, however 
defirous our preſent Race of Eccleſiaſtics may be 

| of 
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cf arrogating to themſelves; the moſt unlimited 


Enjoyment of | them,” the Opinions of Men have 


been ſo enlightened through the Progreſs. of 
Learning and Liberty, as in a great Meaſure 
to be diveſted of all ſuperſtitious Reverence for 
mere Names and Authority. —** The Clergy have 
& loſt their Credit, (ſays a ſubtle and ingenious 
* Writer) their Pretenſions and Doctrines have 
been ridiculed. - and even Religion can ſcarcely 
« ſupport itſelf in the World.“ 

This Obſervation may be applicable enough 
to the preſent Superintenders of our Holy 
Religion; but, thank Heaven, Experience affords 
us the moſt pleaſing Retroſpect, and teaches us to 
value a Religion which has ſtood the Teſt of, ſo 
many ſucceſſive Ages, and which will {till con- 
tinue to ſupport itſelf — by its own intrinſic 
Merits—independent of all intereſted Churchmen. 

However, in Spight of all the ill-natured 
Invectives and Cenſures thrown out againſt the 
Eſtabliſhment of our Church, — in Spight of every 
low Art and Inſinuation uſed by its Enemies, and 
tending to the Prejudice of its Miniſters 
I cannot but look up with the higheſt Reſpect 
and Veneration towards our Pious, Reverend and 
difintereſted Biſhops— Men, whoſe indefatigable 
GE in propagating the true Orthodox Faith. 

| ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently entitles them to the Reſpect and good 


Wiſhes of all their fellow Creatures, 
Some -Men have attempted to make out an 


Affinity betwixt Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, and 


from thence deduced Poſitions not very favorable 


to Liberty.—However this Objection (if it can 
be called an Objection) in our Conſtitution 
will be eaſily obviated, if we conſider Cu- 
cumſtances.—— 

Witty Reader, here ſuſpend a-while your 
Judgment, nor think I would inſinuate that our 
Divines were capable of obviating any Difficulties 
that might oppoſe their own immediate Intereſt — 
no, Facts are ſtubborn and will plead for them- 
ſelves—plain, unadorned, ſimple Truth, needs 
no Embelliſnment - Conviction is its conſtant 
Follower and every impartial Man muſt 
applaud the diſintereſted Affection of our 
Epiſcopal Clergy in bending beneath the in- 
tolerable Load of ſuch <wordly Dignities, as are 
inſeparable from the Mitre; their Relu#tancy in 
receiving ſo great à Charge, their Nolo Epiſcopari, 
as thinking themſelves incapable and unworthy 
of ſuch a Tryf—muſt, I ſay, undoubtedly con- 
vince the more ſenſible and unprejudiced Part of 
Mankind how far theſe Worthies will perſevere in 
maintaining our Religion and Liberties againſt 

C the 
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the Uſurpations of wicked ill-deſigning Men; wha 
would endeayour, or even wiſh to overturn our 
wholeſome and comfortable Conſtitution—to the 
Detriment of all religious Subordination. 

It is too well known to need farther com- 
ments that our dignified Clergy are indebted 
folely to their own ſuperior Worth and Under- 
ftanding for that Pre-eminence, which they poſſeſs 
above the reſt of their holy Order—if we look 
backwards into paſt ages, ſince the Reformation, 
we ſhall find fuch Inftances of royal Emulation— 
Princes contending each to outdo his Predeceſſot 
in the noble and generous acts of rewarding Merit, 
with ſuch diſtinguiſhed Honors, as ſufficiently to 
refute every uncharitable Attempt to prove the 
contrary—a very recent Mark of royal Grace and 
Favor evinces the Truth of this ere | 

No man, who is acquainted with the intrinſic 
Goodneſs of a lately created Biſhop, can with- 
hold the Praiſes due to the Great, the Illuſtrious 
Guardian of our Church, for the conſtant, un- 
remitting ardor of his Purſuits in every thing, 
which might tend to the Preſervation of our re- 
ligious * Rights—and con/equently vo the Nan 
tion of the Subjects W 


After 


* Rights or: Rites, 
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After a ſtrict and impartial Enquiry and Ex- 
amination for a Divine of real Integrity and 


6 1 Abilities; capable of undertaking /o important, ſo 
"Rb hberiexs a Charge to occupy the vacant * See 
125 Y bv invaluable a treaſure (for this arduous Taſk) 
aq © could.never have eſcaped Majeſty's all- ſearching 
+. = Wiſdom and profound Penetration—the Doctor's 
f ſuaperior Excellencies ſhone forth in ſpight of all 


k © diſaquottager—nor were they to be diſregarded 
by a Prince, whoſe quick Diſcernment renders 
him capable of diſtinguiſhing—whole chief Object 
is ever that of rewarding Merii—without which, 
even the influence of a, + Premier would have 
been too weak, to obtain ſo great a Teſtimony 
gf his Majeſty's moſt gracious Approbation. | 

Upon the whole then we may conclude from 
whar has been fuggeſted, that our Right Revo. 
rend Bench of Biſhops is compoſed. of a ſet of 

Morthies, who have been ſelected from the Herd. 
and culled with the greateſt Care and Attention— 
as Men, whoſe genuine Probity and good Senſc 
alone, juſtly intitle them to that Pinnacle of ec- 
cleſiaſtical Digniry—ta which they have hitherto 

been raiſed—independent: of all worldly Intereſt— 
their very ſtrenuous Zeal in Support of our reli- 
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Litchfield and Coventry. + Lord North, 


( (e 12 D ; . 
gious Liberties, undoubtedly demands ourw armeſt 


RAE and Eſteemm NM. 

Burt, not to withdraw our fincireſt Acknow- the 
ledgments of Gratitude for their animated and the 
pious Conduct in the ſervices of the Church, I f the 
hope the Hints, that are here ſubmitted to their res 


extraordinary Judgment and Diſcretion,” may not m: 
be looked upon as derogating from that Reſpect, L po 
which is ſo much due to their dignified Character 
and Station but may rather induce them to con- th 
tinue the Exertion of that ſacred Influence and 
Authority (of late ſo univerſally admired) by 
which they are enabled to preſerve and cheriſſi 
true Godlineſs and Virtue among the People 
and at leaſt to reſtrain the inferior part of their 
Boh Order within the bounds of Decericy and 


Moderation] cannot help feeling for theſe Gen- | P 
tlemen, while they are thus daily deviating from h 
that decent Deportment, which ſhould always k 
”. accompany their Thoughts and Actions, into the t 

moſt abominable Exceſſes— and laying aſide all t 


regard to thoſe excellent Qualifications — the 
genuine characteriſtics of their Order and indeed 
the firſt and trueſt Principles of a pious Chriſtian— 
demean themſelves in general by the moſt unbe- 
coming Levity to the no ſmall Annoyance of 
N Man of Sobriety, Senſe and Reflection. 
Should 


Should I advance it as a Fact, that theſe very 


Mien, who have been received into the Boſom of 
the Church, and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of 
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their fellow- creatures as the pious Propagators of 
the Divine Doctrine, ſhould J aver that theſe very 
reverend Gentlemen, who have been ſelected from 
mankind as the Miniſters of the Goſpel and Sup- 
porters of the eſtabliſned Rites of Chriſtianity, 
were its greateſt Enemies - few would give up 
their aſſent ſo readily to the truth of this Propo- 
ſition - but let us ſuſpend our Judgments, 'till we 
have properly and maturely examined the conduct 
of our modern eee then with-hold i: if 
we can 

A little philosophy (ayeth my Lord Bacon) 
inclineth Man's mind to Atheiſm, but depth in 


D hiloſophy bringeth mers Minds about to Re- 


hgion-<for while the mind of Man looketh upon 
ſecond Cauſes ſcattered, it may ſometimes reſt in 
them and go no farther: but when it beholdeth 
the Chain of them confederate and link'd together, 
it muſt needs fly to Providence and a Deity. 
And thus theſe Gentlemen, having made but 
a ſuperficial Acquaintance with the facred 
Writings, and being totally ignorant of their 
intrinſic Excellencies, are too apt to expoſe their 


weakeſt and moſt immaterial Side to the unhappy. 
Deiſt 4 


640 


Deiſt; who is ever on the watch to catch at every | 
Blaft, that offers to his miſtaken and deluded | * 
Senſes 5 

» How fruitleſs! Fen [mapa then ate the "3 
attempts of the more reſpectable Part of the holy | 
Order (for of theſe there ſtill remains a few—- 
who are at leaſt willing to encourage Appear- 7. 
ances) while its rotten Members are ſo ſtrenuouſty © 
endeavourmg to eradicate thoſe ſeeds of Pioty 
and Virtue, whiek they have taken fuch pains to 
implant in the World; and by every ſpecies of 
rioting Excefi—equally excelling over a Bottle 
as upon the Turf are daily exercifing the utmoſt 
Efforts of their diſſolute unthinking Hearis in 
the purſuit of thoſe-tranfient, unſubſtantial Joys, 
from whence they are incapable of acquiring an 
thing, k but the general Cenſure and Indignation I 


of the World—which may in time terminate into 5 
'a ſettled Contempt for the whole ee FE: 
yy 1m e : 
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| Whoſe unwary Minds 
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Think not that J am come to deflroy the Law: I am not 
come to defiroy buf to fulfil, St, Mat. Chap. v. V. 17. 
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What Law? the Law of Nature 
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5 HEN we reflect upon the infinite good- 
neſs of Almighty God in ſending his only 
Son for the Redemption of our Sins; it is im- 
= poſſible for us one would imagine — not to feel 
= ourſelves moſt ſenſibly affected with the utmoſt 
Gratitude and Love towards the benevolent Au- 
7 thor of our being, for the manifold Bleſſings he 
1 has heaped upon us through our Saviour Jeſus 
= Chriſt—thar we ſhould be moved by ſuch various 
= and undeſerved Benefits to a right Acknowledge- 
ment of them upon a ſerious Reflection, is a 
conſequence (L ſay) one would certainly imagine; 
had not Experience ſhewn us and pointed out 

07 | 3 ſome 
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8 Men, who are yet fool hardy enough” to 3 
ſport away their Happineſs upon the ſurface of 
their own frail and inſufficient Reaſon; obſtinately 4 ; 
25 rejecting the Aſſiſtance and Guidance of Divine Ke 
Revelation — and preferring the dark Uncertainty a b 
of thoſe Ways which they" vainly imagine Na- 
ture has amply lighted up in them alas, poor 7 
deluded Mortals to with-hold from him, who © 
Tuffered the moſt cruel Perſecutions for our fakes, 
that Praiſe, though but in a ſmall degree, which 
you are ever haſty to beſtow in Abundance upon 
your own far leſs merritorious Actions. * 
What Man is there upon Earth, ye bee. 4 
Deiſts, whom you, even you, would not be for-. 1 
ward to extol — yea, to idolize; had he but endured 
half thoſe Sufferings, for which our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour ſo much deſerves our nn. Loe -4 
and Adoration. D 215 q : 
74 What are thoſe Laws; which ke on e 
upon us, as the Rule and Standard of our 
Actions? - examine them —are they not ſuch as 
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will not only enſure our Happineſs hereafter vi 1 


a due Obſervance of them but ſuch as are moſt Y © 
likely to put us in the immediate Poſſeſſion off 4 
thoſe Comforts, which this ſublunary World 

affords ? = where ſhall we find a Man that could 


form a purer and more ſatisfactory Syſtem off 
. moral. 
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moral Duties than thoſe laid down by our Saviour 


for the perfect gratification of human Wiſhes 
toward Happineſs? let theſe ſacred Injunctions 
be compared to our Reaſon I doubt not they 


will be found to tally nothing inconſiſtent 
nothing unreaſonable—nor will thoſe very tena- 
cious Men, after a cool and impartial Examina- 
tion of this Matter, any longer fuſpect (as they 
have hitherto done) the leaſt Infringement upon 
their Reaſon and natural Religion. — 

Our Saviour in the commencement of his 
Divine Miſſion has declared to us his merciful 
Intentions, and aſſured us—by the words of the 
text that he came—not to deſtroy—but to 
« fulfil the Law”—and thence proceeds to lay 
down a code of Rules, ſo eaſy and pleaſing—and 
at the ſame time ſo thoroughly compatible with the 
dictates of pure uncorrupted Nature—as one would 
imagine muſt render a non-obſervance of them 
both difficult and painful to any Man—who ſets 


not his own Happineſs at nought—what ſhall we 
ſay to this ſtrange perverſeneſs in human Nature, 
which refuſes to ſubmit to thoſe Laws—1m an 


implicit Faith and Obedience of which they are 


ſo immediately concerned? how ſhall we account 
for this obſtinate and filly Repugnance in man- 
kind to things moſt nearly connected with their 


D 2 welfare ? 
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welfare? ſhall we impure it to the wickedneſs, of 


the preſent Times ?—or ſhall we take a retroſpec - 


tive View of thole paſt ?—we may there perhaps 
obſerve that Sin has been for many Ages tranſ- 
mitted down to us by our Forefathers—and this 
will conſequently demonſtrate the neceſſity. there 
was of ſome ſuper-natural Help, to extricate us 
from the mais of Corruption and Depravity by 
which we were hemmed in on all lides— | 

This Conſideration muſt bring us to a juſt 
Senſe of that Duty, Love and Veneration, which 
we owe to the paternal Affection of our Heavenly 
Father w hoſe tender Care and Attention to the 
well-doing of an undeſerving World —ſinking 
under the Load of their own Guilt, induced him 
at length to give his only begotten Son—* that 
* whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life.?“ 5 

Can we have a ſtronger Aſſurance of God's. ex- 
ceeding Tenderneſs and Compaſſion for our In- 
firmities—who could thus ſet forth his dearly 


in his Blood: who is there that reflects though 
for a moment, upon the precious Sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God, without Blemiſh without Spot— 
but his Heart ſhall at once diſſolve and melt into 


the warmeſt Acknowledgments of Gratitude and 


Loye.— | After 


rn 
4 5 


beloved Jeſus to be a Propitiation through Faith 


bs 
pp 


Ce 
After all theſe Mercies ſo infinite and ſo much 
beyond human Comprehenſion; I am afraid upon 


a view of the preſent Diſpoſitions of Mankind, 


we ſhall have little reaſon to exult in having done 
our Duty but rather cry out with the Prophet, 
Lord *tis with Shame and Confuſion we 
look up unto thee—for our Iniquities are en- 
« creaſed over our Heads, and our Treſpaſs is 
* grown up unto the Heavens - ſince the Days 
of our F athers have we been in a great Treſpaſs 
* unto this Day.“ 

But as my Diſcourſe is chiefly directed to thoſe 
young Men, whoſe youthful Steps haye been 
unwarily turned aſide from the paths of Piety 
and Religion by the peruſal of a ſet of Books— 
tending to prejudice their Underſtandings, per- 
vert their Judgments, and vitiate their eaſy un- 
thinking Hearts ſhall not only endeavor to 
prove to them, that a compliance to the Divine 


Injunctions of Revelation will be far from being 


a derogation of their natural Religion—but 1 


hope clearly to convince them, that there is ſo 
great a Connection and Correſpondence betwixt 
the Revealed and Natural Religion, as renders if 


impoſſible they ſhould exiſt apart here let us 


ſtop a-while, and with the tender feelings of 
Humanity drop the tear of Pity and Compaſſion, ; 


upon 
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upon the miſerable Situations of thoſe few of our 
fellow-creatures, who, labouring under- the evil 
Influence of Satan, have not only themſelves 
been wrought upon to diſbelieve, but have been 
made the unhappy Inſtruments of his helliſn 
Purpoſes - actuated by this vicious Principle 
deceived themſelves, they have not ſcrupled to 
propagate the moſt pernicious Doctrines abroad 
into the World at the ſame time teeming with 
the moſt abſurd Contradictions - for in however 
ſpecious a Form, they may have dreſſed up their 
Arguments - and whatever Effect their deceitful 
Sophiſtry may have upon the minds of the un- 
diſcerning and giddy part of Mankind; who are 
cver willing to graſp at every thing, that can in 
any degree countenance that round of Riot and 
Diſſipation in which their youth and inexperience 
but too often and too faſt confine them yet for F 
a moment let them ſtop the wild career of their 
Deſires—let Reaſon for a-while aſſume her em- 
pire let them but thoroughly and impartially 
weigh, examine and reflect upon theſe prophane 
Writings ;, and I may venture to pronounce, that 
they will then perceive the fallacy of fuch Reaſan- 
ings and be aſhamed to think, they had ſo long 
| ſuffered” their Judgments to be deceived—and 
had fo long given their aſſent to Doctrines the 

moſt 


Ty 
oſt./groſs and inconſiſtent— Dodrines which 


our have repeatedly: and fully been confuted and 
* che raſh Authors of them tormented in the bit- 
lves tereſt anguiſh of an evil Conſcience view them 
= | vey a Dearh-bed—how have theſe poor miſtaken 
3 J ; Men been perſecuted with the ſevere reflection of 
. | having committed ſuch extravagant and vicious 
= 3 Tenets to the World? how wainly have they 
wWiſhed- alas! when twas too late to re- call 
aa y tem home again ? A manifeſt: Proof of that 


A POP 
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| -inward Con vickion, which they then experienced, 


1 I 'of Raving all along been dupꝰd and led aſtray 
1 byte rd of Prineiples—vben at the approach 
mn f Death, furrounded with all the ghaſtly Terrors 
of a diſturbed and aclng Imagination they not 
10 ey only Wiſlied thoſe very Tenets deſtroyed, which 
nd. a | they Had much too eagerly- labour'd to inſtil i into 
ite World; but, ſtruck with the conſciouſneſs of 
for paſt Errors, have endeavoured with the Fervency 
eir vf a devout and ſincere Penitent to waſh away 
"7 hi Crimes at the Foot of that Fount: which 
ly "they had been ſo often wont to deride with the 


ne mol inſulting Language and Behaviour.— 

bat 1 Ins 18 a Leffon, worthy our Notice; it is a 
Leſſon we are capable of profiting much by let 
2 us not therefore reject, but keep it conſtantly 
nd & before us. Twill point | out and teach us tO 
gro „ eſcape 
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eſcape thoſe- dangetous Rocks and Quickſands8 4 
yr which the'unhappy Deift muſt ever ſplit.— — 

And now my young Friends, whoſe ' unwaty 8 impol 
inexperiencd Minds have been too wenn 8 ent 
warped” from that Love and Affection you owe they 
yourſelves by the Practice of thoſe comfortable 3 able. 


drawn up for the Preſervation of your preſent, as 
well as the Inſurance of future — in Y 


| through the e Goodneſs of Almighty God, © 2 
let us purſue the Intention of this Diſcourſe to 9 | 
reconcile the Doctrine of divine Revelation with 1 
our natural Religion, to which you may at beat bs 
een ſo great a Repugnance | | 4 
1 ſhall not intrude upon your Time with uſeleſs | 

Ke on a ſet of Men, who have ben by 
daring, enough to contemn both Z 
as revealed Religion, and-whoſe Writings breathe F 
nothing but Oppoſition to the Laws of Nature.— 7 
I cannot look upon theſe in ſo favorable a Light 5 
cannot put ſo charitable a Conſtruction on their 
Proceedings nor can I allow them to ſhare my 
Pity with the miſtaken Deiſts - theſe latter are 
firſt deceived themſelves - but there is ſomething 
fo extravagant in the Doctrines of - Spinoſa, 
Hobbes, and a long black Liſt of them that tis 
impoſſible 


nnn . 22 3 
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nwaty poſſible chey could have ever given the leaſt 
1 * ent to their own Publications, tis impoſſible 
they could fwallow Propofitions ſo flagrantly 
„ e as would put even Atheiſm to the Bluſh. — 


4 noch dy, could there be the ate Foundation 
A bee to build fuch a Suppoſition 7 yet com- 


err 


uin 0 | —— rope is their only Rarfier againſt 
the moſt terrible and tormenting Ills, which muſt 
A attend thoſe in a future Life, whoſe Fool-hardineſs 
and Pride could overthrow every Senſe of their 
Duty towards God—whoſe Vanity could endea- 
5 vour to raiſe new Doctrines, not only deſtructive 
to all thoſe grateful Feelings, which ſhould animate 
the human Breaſt, but productive of the worſt 
Conſequences in regard to their own Life and 
Happineſs hereafter: However as I ſhall not 
conſume my Time in refuting Doctrines, whoſe 
groſs Abſurdities are a ſufficient Refutation of 
themſelves, or in preſuming to prove what ſufh-. 
ciently ſhines forth in all the Works of Nature — 
the Exiſtence of àa God. Let us take a Review 
of paſt Ages. —let us but look back upon that 
b of great Events, by which our bountiful 

E 2 and 


(nen, 'F 
and benevolent Creator has at length given us an 3 
Opportunity of emerging from that Vortex of | 
Wickedneſs and Folly in which our firſt Parents 3 q 
lad. unhappily involved us -leti us attentively I 
conſider thoſe. various Methods, which. his un- 
bounded Love has conſtantly purſued for the 
Preſervation of his Creatures. let us reflect upon 3 
our own fil a lun vgn de — 5 


rn! 


eee ki the Weakneſs. of our iu $ 
mities, but in his. Wiſhes and Endeayours;tq ex- 1 
tricate us from the heavy and grievous Burthem ; 
of our Sins; which, has daily, encreaſed oyer,our 
Heads from our Foretathers.down. to this Day 4 
I. ſay, if we do but calmly. and impartially weigh 55 
theſe Matters within ourſelves—if we reflect upon 
the divine Attributes of Almighty. God, our 
heavenly. Father, whoſe paternal Care has been 
ever watchful for the Welfare of his Creature; 
and in their Happineſs has made himſelf a Farty 
concerned then view aur; own, miſerable Si- 
tuat ions undeſcrving thoſe tender Mercies, which 
he has ſo kindly beſtowed. upon us from time to 
time flatter myſelf, that after a complaat 
Summary of the hole aher ac fair and com- 
prehenſive Survey af aur Situatibn, Rolatian and 
Dependance upon ot Maker few Men Wld 
1 4 be 
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099-7 
be able to with-hold thoſe grateful Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings ſo much due to the Great—the 
ſupreme Cauſe of all Things but joining with 
me would offer the moſt fervent and ſincere Prayers 
of Gratitude and Veneration for thoſe manifold 
and wonderous Bleſſings, which his providential 
Kindneſs and Benevolence has ſo often vouchſafed 
unto us through our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
by whoſe ſacred Influence and Authority, I ſhall 
perſevere in my Attempts to turn the Hearts of 
Deiſm and Infidelity—and lead them into the 
Paths of a pious Obedience to his divine In- 
junctions for whom let us raiſe our Voices in 


everlaſting Songs of Praife and Hallelujah's— 
and now to God, Sc. Sc. 
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N fn Part of ni Diſourla, kites 
mitch my-yqung Friends to my Affiſtance 
car ards che Inveſtigation and Attainment of fach 
important Truths, nd concerts the human Species 
in genere i particularly that part of them who 
have ben rendered capable ini a. niare eſpeeial 
manner of feceiving) the Advantages of Divine 
3 Revelation, whoſe happy Influence has been fel 
in ſome of the moſt diſtant parts of the Globe 
= and even thoſe yery Men, who have been wicked 
engugh to ſcoff at it with the moſt. inſulting 
Triumph; * after a ſtrict and impartial Examina- 
tion of the ſtate. of their own 'T houghts, will 
find that all their, Knowledge of a future Life— 
s Which 


E 


which they vainly imagine their natural Reaſon 


the Religion, to which in however ridiculous a 3 
Light they may at preſent hold it) they muſt in 
the end yield a PAS me appeal di- 


rectly to their own Under andings—will they . 
reſolve me ? by what Strength and Powers of the 15 
human Faculties, come they to the Knowledge &y 
of a future Life? 'till this is anſwered—every 5 
thing they urge ir in favor of FER Hypotheſis muſt 1 BS 
tall o the groupd—and "their Arguments 1 7 


evaporate in Air— 


RNedſon as they pleaſe; +thEr Deduftions m . 
arrtut᷑ ãt the higheſt Probahility hut the: higheſt © 5 
Probability amounts not to chrtaiũty . and un- 5 
leſd chis is ſettled all their Attermipts But prova 
vil Infufficiency=—they Have! hererpfote idyy (to BY 


ſay no worſe: of it) laviſhed away- their Time ii 
erecting an . ill-fhapen 9 Koni 
Quitk: Qayid. © fin yaqed 2! ee 
21220 though 1 have ende to prove the 
| correſpondence ank connection betwixr the Re- I 
vealed and Natura! Religion in its pure uncor- | 
rupted State—yet the preſent Aepfel Gtuation ; 
of our Reaſon, makes \ it impoſüble, at leaſt ſo i it | 


appears to me, to conceive how Life and im 
mortality 
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Nortality could any ways be brought to Light, 
but through the Goſpel in however high. an 
Eſtimation, Men may place their own Reaſon— 
Whatever yalue they may ſet upon it, 1 ſhall be 
eyer forward to doubt of its Infallibility but to 


ayoid any. Singularity i in my Notions, I will en- 
deavor to produce the moſt corroborating Proofs 


£2 MY. ; Aﬀſertions, from thoſe much- admired Ar- 


2 gts of. Mr, Locke—and the more ſo, as 1 
am well pris d. of: how much Weight and Con- 
ſequence he ; 15, in the © pinion. of thoſe to whom 


I have addreſs'd this Diſcourſe—I am perfectly 
acquainted. with the good Reception of his 


Book. — wherein he. ſhews us, that ſo narrow and 


:: rn 975 


circumſcribed. are the. Boundaries of our Reaſon ; : 


. 


it is impoſſible for us by the bare contemplation 


of our Ideas, without A, Reyelation, to diſcoyer 
whether Om nipotency has not given to, ſome 
ſyſtems , of Matter, fi firly diſpoſed, A power. to 
perceive and think—and upon this Lord Boling; 


broke ſeems to have founded his Hypotheſis 


againſt the Immortality of the Soul—and this 


ore hearing Dograil has, 1 confeſs, with ſuch 
a ſhew of Decency and Truth, maintain'd his 


Doctrine thrgughaut, that he never could. have 


deſerved the Fat Cenſure—but for his unhappy 


80 F 2 deviation 
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deviation Treff chat Huphck Fantheand Reißen 
which was ſb fillt hr due to his Redec mer 
The dbemel UP Athen, as K efote obferved, 


ate too abfürck kg male any mientibftf bf but we 
Habe here it this Hbble Kuthsr be oſt ferien 


Pixatnple of the infliffcitnicy' of uma Rea; 


Wich on eveh his Kipetior Abilities” rHari could per. 
ceive the moſt chicken Mitks of ' the” Being bf 
bis God in the Works of the Cftation, was tick 
capable of e6nj p rfeding tho diVine Promiles 
of eternal Lie — Which are inited't to 0 us th hrovgh 
Chats" 

jj Upon the C reation of the ix and the for- 
nation of Mankind, It pleaſed the Atinighty Goa 
bf his infini nite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to provide 
them every thing that might? dend to thelt Hap- 
pineſs and Comfort they m mig t have lived in 
that pure uncotrupted ſtate of Naht to Eternity, 
had they but regarded thoſe keaerity Mandates, 
by the Obſervances of which they were to have 
taſted the greateſt, of Diether Raving in- 
ſtiled in them a Senſe of Good and Fu, he left 
thei to rhe free Proſecution #45 Defirts, 
promiſing the moſt uninterruptet” Joys, If the hey 
purſued the One - denounci the gtenteft MATH 


on he Orber alias their FI INE mort 
» Duration. 
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Durationtey Toon torkeiteel the AHfextlon of 
their Maker, Bye lte oft obſtitate Diſobedicnet 
is e Ea Be dll ae Btougtit Sp a 
Dei inte Word- 
Tete che e che Spring of all thofe Evil, which 
Here inbihtetd by the Dilobeience of Gur Hftt 
Parents and are encredſed over our Heads by 
dur ow Extravigane and Fo here we behold 
by the Wotkings of Satan, the Commencement 
& all thoſ Impertections zal thai Tindaionk 
of Corruption and Depravity, whith, overwhelitis 
ing the human Reaſon, at Une Gefed the Putity 
of chat State in Which out gracious Lord" Rad 
N the ae 3 a Skate in which we en 


Guidance” of Natural Region; had not the 
Weakneſs ant! Obſtinacy of our Forefithets de. 
generated from that origi Perfection of humtin 
Ni ature and chus by a Diſaffection to the Uivite 
Commpanchs e not only neglected to ap- 
prove, themſelves” "of the Indulgencies, but 
abſolutely forfe; ited | by their Conduct the God. 
ol of our heavenly Father, they entailed upon 
W. Poſterity all thoſe Evils,” with which the 

5rd has 18 been bur“ tos TS Plagusd- | 


EATEN! 29288 fl 27 2 8 SN 


* 
Pw A, +1, >» 1 


n Kg Thu 


(38 ) 

_—_— merh d jn:Narknef and Error, we hei 
certainly great Need of ſame ſuper. natural Aid — 
for, howeyer, Men may pride themſelves on: the 
all- ſuffciency of their Reaſon—let. them fly. toit 
ahne for theKnowledge of thaſe important Truths, | 

which Reyelation teaches - they, vill then be ſom 
canyinc'd and be brought to confeſs; in Spight. of 
all.cheir former Boaſtings, how, vainly they hays 
attempted. by the mere Strength of, their oyn 
Underſtandings to unravel that dark, and i inex- 
plicable Web of Futurity. |; : Joes |: 5, 
For though the Light of . — might. give 
ſome feint Glimmerings,ſome uncertain Hopes of J 
a future State yet human, Reaſon could attain to | 
no Clearneſs—no ar Certainty, about it—and 


beforethebleſſed Era * our Saviour” s coming— 
we. hall obſerve ſuch Tgnorance—fuch ſuper- 
ſtitious Cruelties exerciſed among the different 
N ations of the Earth, and all on Account of their 
molten. Images, which. they were blindly led to 
worſhip as their tutelary Deities—we ſhall alſo 
find, hat among the leſs barbarous and uncivilized 
People. the ſame abſurd Idolatries even i in that 
Age, when Learning flouriſhed, and. the. World 
Was amply ſtored with Sages, remarkable for their 
IT, Wiſdom 
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Wiſclom ahd Khowlee Leven theſe Mich have 
contendec uch the 158 et and impat ient Zeal, 
each ighinft his fellow Creature," for the Honour 
&f thelr different God, e Penates wich 
fliews' that notwithſtanding they "had ſome 
abt en ore Rrft Pfineple⸗ 20 {6 *46ipABle 
were they of *payhig himthat'Reverence, which 
was due do his Wiſdom and Gootheſs—that they 
hive been EHnI WMI u do Worſhip in the moſt con. 

teenptible and rididotous Manflef © goto 
As the Finger af God oe un- We Works 
of the Creatioh—as” his Pfbviderice Times? forth 
upon Mahkind"if the mol leglble Characters 
It Requires no Heat Exertion Gf che human Facul- 

ties to pekcelhe tlie Exiſtence of frich” a Being, and 
che Obedien6e Aus t hir; — this far our Renſbn 
Unliſted thay protec e Ale welt aſfired kom 
every thing eee ; that we are the Creatutes of 


8 


ſome elf. exiſtent Power that miles the World : 


of this ] Truth, & we. need bo no further than the 
Evidence of « our Senſes—4 The Heavens declare 


* the Glory of God- and the Firmament! ſheweth 


his handy Work. x We may likewiſe be well 
alſured of chat Reyerence and Gratitu e we owe 


| him,, from the many. various Bleſſings, which his 


Goodneſs has beſtowed upon us every Day's 
experience 


( #8 } 


cxpeficnsd; SOnyInges. a Ms. myſt 
ſooger pr later be ended Our SEATON, Pr. 
SHRHION 7 CO VINEES, 5. bow, peviſhable are the 
things, of this W ord —but Farther: apr Reaſon 
walls nor are u along. capable of penetrating inta 
dhe;ynbounded. Regions of 7 5 in F prſuit of 
thaſe, great and;copnfortable weren DUR 
been brought, to, Light by the Gpſpelar +11, 
Ang, hence. the,many Wrangliogs! of a0djepa 
Philotophers and wile(Men+rEence theſe! many 
Poralyes concerning the Immorealicy-off the Saul, 
witli thoſe renden Afurances- of ani-afied lifts +» 
whachr are fince| promiſed us; through Chrilker., 
In the Heathen World there were, not wanting 
Men of diſtinguiſhed. Sagacity, and ſqund, Judgg; 
mantsr-Men, who have been Allowed inferige 
19.ppne of che man Race in point of Willem 
and Learning: Who. have been willing « to believe 
the, ow; immortal. Qu, when they ſought - in the 
Nature of . the Saul | itſe if, ſomething to. efabliſh this 
thei Belief in 4 tginty, they ound themſely, 
a 5 at a 75 $ 255 Reaſon 10 — tao Lag 


and they conf 10 0 their Ignorance ON the Matter. 
That 15 re is ane all-wiſe and.over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, n. hom v we "derive alf the Comforts 


e ar i Life, 5, gur Reaſon will always 
© © "reftify 


. | 
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teſtify—but 0 our 3 beyond this, will 8 
found mere Con ectu re- Our Reaſon may indeed 
affure us not. only of the Paſſibili but the 
great Probability | of a future State e could 
however have arriyed at no Certainty about it 
we muſt have continued all our Lives in Doubt 
and Anxiety, had not the. exceſſive Goodneſs of 
Almighty God revealed to us his merciful In- 
tentions of receiving his repentant Creatures into 
his heavenly Kingdom. — and here we cannot 
enough admire and adore his infinite Wiſdom and 
Benevolence— Who could thus compaſſionate the 
Weaknefa and Infirmities of our N atures ho 
could thus by the various Means of Dreams, 
Miracles and Inſpirations initereſt himſelf ſo far 
in the Happinels of a fallen Race—and to fulfil 
the Meaſure of ſuch inconceivable Goodneſs and 


Mercy could at length give up his own dearly 


begotten Son—as a Propitiation for our Sins, with 
the , full Promiſe of Grace and F orgiveneſs 
through him, to whomſoever ſhall. return to a 
true Senſe of their Duty and, Obedience, 

Having thus (as I hope) plainly demonſtrated 
to the unprejudiced Mind the abſolute Neceſlity 
of Chriſt's coming, to relieve us from that 
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gloomy State of Perplexitics and ungrateful, Ap- me 
fehenſions, with which our then unavoidable me 
Tghorance muſt have overwhelmed us—1 ſhall val 
how (with a late famous Divine) recommend Ha 
4 Tryal of al thoſe exellent Rules laid down his 
re jn the New Teſtapent 102 the Conduct of our thr 
1 Lives, and the Aitaipment of Happine(—ler the 


* them, 1 fay, be put to the Teſt—by that Su 
re Wich is the Touchſtone of all Religions ; |; W 
I mean that Religion of Nature and Reaſon, 2 
mW which God has written in the Hearts of every ſo, 
4 one of us from the firſt Creation; 5 i varies all 
c from it in any one Particularif it preſcribes Gr 
10 any one thing, , which may in the minuteſt bu 
4e Circumſtances thereof be contrary to its 115 
ec Rightcouſneks ; . "T will then acknowledge this Wy 
4 to be an Argument againſt | us, ſtrong enough 225 
"to 6verthraw the whole C auſe, and make all l 
Things elle that | can be laid for it rotally of 1 
| be 


85 ineffectual for it: Its Support.” 
Io on the oper Hand they are found copliſten 


413.4 f 


to "his ae bed an EE to his own. Im- 
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mediate as alſo future Happineſs, not here with 
me moſt readily to acknowledge both—the 
various Gifts of Nature we have enjoyed at his 
Hands, and for that more particular Mark of 
his gracious Love and Mercy, revealed to us 
through Chriſt nor let us preſume to dive into 
the unfathomable Depths of the incomprehenſible 
Supreme, for as we know not which is the 
Way of the Spirit, nor how the Bones do grow 
in the Womb of her that is with Child even 
ſo we know not the Works of God, who maketh 
all Things, but with Lowlineſs, Penitence and 
Gratitude let us proſtrate ourſelves before him, 
humbly offering up our moſt fervent and ſincere 
Prayers to him, who 1 is, who was, and ever ſhall 
be, with all Honor and Glory, World without 
End- Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, the Love 
of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with us all now and for evermore—Amen ! 
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